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A Message from the President 
 
In both in the United States and in Europe, people have 
become increasingly aware of how factionalism can turn 
into very nasty politics, and spill into violence.  This is, of 
course, nothing new:  factional fighting has played a key 
role in political and military conflict throughout history.  
The ancient world knew this all too well and Greek had a 
specific word for it: stasis.  Military historians should 
restore the study of faction to a central place in the 
scholarship on ancient warfare. 
 
Faction is most apparent in civil war and insurgency, 
which might be defined as “the continuation of partisan 
politics by other means.”  Until the 19th century, the 
discussion of faction dominated writing about uprisings 
and rebellions, as evidenced in Machiavelli’s work.  But 
the rise first of liberal nationalism, then Marxism, and 
now Postmodernism, has led to a view that a fictive 
collective termed “The People” was responsible for 
revolution.  What is usually not explained is how the 
supposed People’s Will is translated into individual and 
group action.  While this this perspective does not ignore  
 

 
faction, it postulates that in in any revolt, including 
ancient ones, the factions either represent the elite 
oppressors, or the non-elite oppressed.  This, however, 
ignores the fact that throughout history—and indeed 
today—all factions are led by elites who are supported by 
non-elites.  Power and ideology are not separate and 
opposed, but rather “intersectional.”   Calling non-elite 
supporters of elite factions that one disapproves of 
“collaborators” or “traitors” is not historical analysis but 
political editorializing. 
 
A focus on the People, as an imagined causative factor, 
misses the centrality of various elite factions, backed by 
groups of non-elites, in decision-making. This is seen in 
the general neglect of court politics, although ancient 
historians have a great deal of material about it, as well as 
much more from the premodern and modern periods to 
use for analogy and comparison.  Royal struggles are 
often portrayed simply as the result of squabbling ego, 
dynastic disputes generally reflect underlying ideological 
conflicts and political goals. As such they are central to 
the understanding of ancient warfare. 
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Much historical material from Mesopotamia and Egypt 
describes fights over a throne. If we examine these 
critically, we can see how power and ideology are mixed, 
although the details generally elude us. For example, a 
civil war between the Second Dynasty pharaohs Peribsen 
and Khasekehmy was fought under the banner of Seth and 
Horus respectively, though we don’t know exactly what 
each side represented.   The Books of Samuel and Kings 
in the Bible discuss the revolts and coups that replaced the 
Kings of Israel, and here we see the ideology of 
monotheism versus polytheism, as well as the clash 
between pro-Egyptian and pro-Assyrian factions, also 
reflected in the writings of various prophets.  Josephus 
discusses the factional fighting among the Hasmonean 
and Herodian Jewish kings, presenting them as driven by 
personal factors, but there are clearly other forces, for 
example support for Rome or Parthia, and the authority of 
various religious factions, at work.  Our sources on the 
High and Late Roman Empire also focus on dynastic 
conflicts, and here Christianity, or one of its various sects, 
mixes with political and personal motives.   
 
Of course, factionalism is an obvious feature of the 
republican governments, such as the city-states of Greece 
and Italy.  The contests between the “aristocratic” and 
“democratic” parties in Classical Greece run through 
Herodotus and Thucydides, and those of the Optimates 
and Populares through Livy and Cicero.   Here the focus 
is often on councils and assemblies, and the oft-dismissed 
speeches that are the central feature of classical Greco-
Roman historiography.  While the factional battles of a 
royal or imperial court have many differences from those 
in a city-state or republican empire, they also share 
important commonalities, especially with regard to 
warfare. 
 
Watching different cable channels or websites illustrates 
the fact that opposing political factions not only have 
different narratives of history, but also of very recent 
events.  This calls into question the common argument 
that people “must have known” if a particular statement 
were blatantly false or greatly exaggerated, as a partisan 
view might be accepted without question by those who 
share it. Factional perspectives affect not only political 
writing, but that about war as well.  When we speak of 
Caesar’s military writings being “propaganda,” we should 
not assume that there ever existed, or could exist, an 

account of the Roman Civil Wars (or indeed of any of 
Rome’s wars) that was not partisan.  While historians in 
ancient times routinely touted their objectivity—as do 
modern historians in the Rankean tradition--they are 
always going to write from the perspective of the political 
faction to which they belong.  Ranke himself represented 
a faction of 19th century German political thought and 
action, but that is not to say that his goal to write a history 
of “what actually happened” was hypocritical.  His 
famous dictum comes in the introduction of a book about 
the wars of the late 15th and early 16th century, in which 
there were two competing historical narratives about the 
period: the Protestant and a Catholic one.  His point is that 
in using both, which presented the same events from 
opposite perspectives, the historian should not simply 
choose one or the other side, but rather from the various 
sides a create a historical model of what happened, not 
judge who was right and who was wrong in a moral sense. 
Ancient historians need to work from what has survived, 
which virtually always represents only one perspective.  
Simply stating that our source is elitist, or one-sided, or 
propagandistic is to tout the obvious. To write critically 
about warfare we need to “grind the factional lens,” so to 
speak.  This necessarily involves reconstructing the 
various partisan perspectives within and between states or 
tribes, and filling in omissions or points of view.  Just as 
measuring the size of a battlefield, or the distance of a 
march route, can help us in reconstructing a campaign, 
understanding how faction works in the contexts of court 
politics, aristocratic feuding or the voting of a council or 
assembly, can help us understand its course.  It is a 
subject that deserves more attention. 
 

Jonathan P. Roth 
 
 
A Note from the Secretary 
 
The end of 2024 brings a few changes to the Society. It is 
a great pleasure to welcome Prof. Jenn Finn as our new 
Vice-President and Prof. Brian D. Turner as the new Book 
Reviews Editor. At the same time, we would like to 
express our gratitude to Prof. Lee Brice who served the 
Society for so many years, and we would like to wish him 
all the best on his future endeavours.  
 
The current issue features a very interesting piece by our 
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President, as well as six very informative book reviews 
and a catalogue of books available for review.  
 
As always, we are more than happy to receive any 
inquiries and/or feedback, as well as information about 
upcoming conferences, events, CFPs, books, and so forth 
(email: i_georganas@yahoo.com). 
 
Happy reading! 
 

Ioannis Georganas 
 
A Note from the (New) Book Reviews Editor 
 
As the SAMH and RM undergo a period of transition, I 
will be taking over from Lee L. Brice as Book Reviews 
Editor effective 1 August 2024. Lee has long served the 
SAMH and Res Militares in various capacities. He 
deserves our greatest thanks for his service to the society 
and, especially, for bringing so many reviews to 
publication. My thanks to him (and the other officers of 
the SAMH) for providing me with this opportunity to 
serve our field. 
 
For those who do not know me, I am an Associate 
Professor of History at Portland State University. Jessica 
H. Clark and I co-edited Brill’s Companion to Military 
Defeat in Ancient Mediterranean Society (2018) and I 
translated (with Richard J. A. Talbert) Pliny the Elder’s 
World (Cambridge 2022). I have published several articles 
and book chapters on Roman military history and Roman 
geography and worldview. My current research concerns 
loyalty and recruitment in the Roman army. 
 

Brian D. Turner 
 
 
Books Available for Review 
 
The following books have been received for review (those 
with an asterisk are already assigned to reviewers). 
Qualified volunteers should indicate their interest by 
sending a message to brian.turner@pdx.edu, with a 
subject line formatted as follows: “SAMH-[Reviewer last 
name] on [Book author’s last name]”. They should state 
their qualifications (in the sense of degrees held, 
experience in the field concerned, and any potential 

relationships with the authors). Volunteers are expected to 
be familiar with the topics and will submit reviews of no 
more than 800 words (unless arranged by the editor) 
within 120 days. Graduate students are welcome to 
volunteer but should contact their supervisor to ascertain 
that a review is appropriate at this time in their studies. 
 
* Bombled, Pauline, Rita Prune and Solazzo Sauvageot, 
eds. Armes et Guerriers: Continuités et changements dans 
l'équipement du Guerrier en Europe, Proche et Moyen-
Oreint de l’âge du Bronze à l’époque Moderne. Oxford: 
BAR Publishing, 2022. ISBN: 9781407359441 
 
Brice, Lee L. and Timothy M. Roberts, eds. The 
Boundaries of War: Local and Global Perspectives in 
Military History. Quantico: Marine Corps University 
Press, 2024. ISBN 9798987336144 
 
Chadwick, Hannah-Marie, ed. The Body of the Combatant 
in the Ancient Mediterranean. London: Bloomsbury, 
2024. ISBN: 9781350240858 
 
* Donahue, John F. and Lee L. Brice. Brill's Companion 
to Diet and Logistics in Greek and Roman Warfare. 
Leiden: Brill, 2023. ISBN: 9789004686618 
 
Hall, Joshua R., Louis Rawlings, and Geoff 
Lee (eds.) Unit Cohesion and Warfare in the Ancient 
World. New York, NY: Routledge, 2023. ISBN: 
9781032426242. e-book PDF. 
 
* Kvapil, Lynne and Kim Shelton, eds. Brill's Companion 
to Warfare in the Bronze Age Aegean. Leiden: Brill, 2023. 
ISBN: 9789004684065 
 
Milne, Katheryn H. Inside the Roman Legions: The 
Soldiers Experience 264-107 BCE. Barnsley, UK: Pen & 
Sword, 2024. 
 
Quesada Sanz, F. Weapons, Warriors & Battles of Ancient 
Iberia. Trans. By E. Clowes and P.S. Harding-Vera. 
Barnsley, UK: Pen & Sword, 2023. 
 
Sampson, G. The Battle of Pharsalus (48 BC). Barnsley, 
UK: Pen & Sword, 2023. 
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Sampson, G. The Battle of Thapsus (46 BCE). Barnsley, 
UK: Pen & Sword, 2024. 
 
Publishers and authors: 
 
To have books reviewed in Res Militares, please email 
Brian Turner (brian.turner@pdx.edu) and/or send review 
copies to: 
 
The Society of Ancient Military Historians 
c/o Brian D. Turner 
Department of History 
Portland State University 
PO Box 751 
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751  
 
Please include a cover letter indicating the following 
details: Date of availability and publishing contact email 
or address. E-books are acceptable too. 
 
Brian D. Turner 
https://www.pdx.edu/profile/brian-turner  
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Esposito, Gabriele. Armies of Celtic Europe 700 BC to 
AD 106: History, Organization and Equipment. 
Havertown, PA: Pen and Sword Military, 2019. PP. 
172; $34.95, ISBN: 978-1-52-673033-6, hdbk. 
 
Reviewed by Ian Martin, ian.a.martin@outlook.com  
 
Celtic military history has always been a somewhat 
popular topic since its inception in the nineteenth century. 
It helps that historians see the Celts as the original peoples 
of powerful nations such as France and Britain, but more 
so that they are seen as one of the earliest major enemies 
of the Romans. Because of this, historians have treated 
them in a somewhat special category alongside early 
Germanic peoples and Carthaginians. This particular 
work, Armies of Celtic Europe 700 BC to AD 106 by 
Gabriele Esposito, fits into this category in the 
historiography. 
 
This work purports to be an overview of Celtic military 
matters from their beginnings until the final domination of 

the Celts by the Romans in the early second century AD. 
Due to its small size, the reader would assume it would be 
a general overview of Celtic military organization, and the 
development of Celtic military equipment. The author 
states that his two-part goal is to present the Celts as a 
“unified” civilization of Europe, and to present a detailed 
analysis of Celtic warfare across the centuries (ix). 
Unfortunately, the book does not accomplish these tasks. 
 
This book’s coverage is organized chronologically, with 
each chapter devoted to the period around which a major 
Celtic military action, such as the Sack of Rome, took 
place. Because of that, the work glosses over large 
periods of time and only truly focuses on the major events 
discussed in the ancient sources. There are two chapters 
devoted to the development of Celtic society at the 
beginning and two chapters devoted to military 
developments at the end. Neither of these sets of chapters 
offers much depth into the issues. The two chapters at the 
end (9 and 10), which cover the development of Celtic 
military equipment and military ideology, only take up a 
total of nineteen pages. Only two of those pages discuss 
Celtic military ideology.  
 
Unfortunately, the organization of the book and the 
incomplete treatment the ideas presented restrict the 
ability of this work to flourish. Looking at his first 
declared task, the book does not delve much into the 
civilization of the Celts at all. He mentions such things as 
Celtic economy and religion, but does not follow through 
by discussing how the disparate tribes forming the Celtic 
collective unify instead of staying divided. When the 
book does make an assertion, there often is insufficient 
evidence to support it. For instance, he credits the Celts 
with a highly stratified society based on advanced 
economics as far back as c. 800 BC. (5) He then leaves the 
topic with no further discussion. In other sections, he 
credits the Celts with a landed aristocracy and hereditary 
nobility (again c. 800 BC) with no supporting evidence. 
(9) 
 
The second goal of the work, to present a detailed 
analysis of Celtic warfare across the centuries (ix), also 
does not emerge. Instead, what comes across is a very 
brief military history of Celtic activities throughout the 
era. When any detail or development occurs, it is usually 
discussed through the Roman or Greek lens. As a result, 
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you get little Celtic discussion. Mostly, it is only how the 
Mediterranean cultures responded to a Celtic incursion. 
The same is true of any discussion of equipment 
development. The author gives basic descriptions of 
equipment and that is all. No discussion follows as to why 
or how developments occurred. 
 
The lack of citations and the remarkably limited use of 
secondary sources further limit the usefulness of this book 
for most readers interested in researching the topics. The 
numerous shortcomings of the book are not a credit to the 
publisher either. Given these issues this particular works 
does not have anything to recommend it. 
 
Grainger, John D. Sextus Julius Frontinus and the 
Roman Empire. Yorkshire, UK: Pen & Sword Military, 
2023. ISBN: 9781399051224. XIV + 250 pp. 
 
Reviewed by Magnus Frisch, post@magnus-frisch.de 
 
Regarding his political and military career, we know 
much about Sextus Iulius Frontinus, the author of 
Strategemata and several other works, including the 
unpreserved de re militari, the de aquaeductu and the first 
Roman writings on the art of surveying. Despite the lack 
of information about his private life, we know he was 
praetor urbanus in AD 70 but did not hold this office 
until the end of the year (Tac. Hist. 4, 39), being recalled 
prematurely and entrusted with a new task: the 
subjugation of the Gallic tribe of the Lingones (Frontin. 
Str. 4.3.14). In 73, he held his first consulship and 
afterwards served as governor of Britain for four years. In 
76, he subdued the Silurians in what is now Wales in a 
lengthy campaign (Tac. Agr. 17.2). 
 
As epigraphic evidence suggests, Frontinus was probably 
legatus Augusti pro praetore and governor in the later 
province of Germania Inferior under Emperor Domitian 
in the years 81-84 (W. Eck / A. Pangerl, “Sex. Iulius 
Frontinus als Legat des niedergermanischen Heeres. Zu 
neuen Militärdiplomen in den germanischen Provinzen“, 
Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik 143 (2003), 
pp. 205-219.”). In this function he probably also took part 
in Domitian's campaign against the Chatti in 83, as 
indicated by some of the stratagems he cites. Epigraphic 
and numismatic evidence also indicates that Frontinus 
was governor of the province of Asia in 86 (A.R. Birley, 

The Fasti of Roman Britain, Oxford 1981, p. 71). 
 
In 97, Frontinus became curator aquarum (the head of the 
state water supply system) – an appointment he would 
hold for life. In 98 and 100, he held the consulship for the 
second and third time. According to Pliny the Younger, 
Frontinus also held the high office of augur and as such 
was one of the emperor's advisors (Plin. Ep. 4.8.3). The 
year of death is assumed to be AD 103. 
 
There are also speculations about his origins from the 
province of Gallia Narbonensis and about his relationship 
to other bearers of the name Julius Frontinus and to a 
possible daughter (cf. W. McDermott, "Stemmata quid 
faciunt? The descendants of Frontinus", Ancient Society 7 
(1976), p. 254 f. and R. Syme, "P. Calvisius Ruso. One 
Person or Two?", Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und 
Epigraphik 56 (1984), pp. 190f). 
 
This is not a small amount of information, but not nearly 
enough to fill an entire book on Frontinus and the Roman 
Empire. And yet this is what Grainger promises in the title 
of his book. In the introduction he admits: “A good deal 
of this account therefore has to be, shall we say, less than 
well sourced; it is, that is, in parts conjectural and in 
others, speculative. Nevertheless, I believe it is possible to 
tease out from the inadequate sources enough to attempt 
his biography. Or so it seems to me. (p. xiii)”. Therefore, 
he combines what we know about Frontinus from the 
sources with facts about the respective circumstances at 
his places of activity at the time of his work there, as well 
as with the political and military conditions. 
 
Grainger provides some maps to illustrate his overview of 
Frontinus’ life (p. vii-xi): one map of the Roman empire 
with the places of his life and work (both confirmed and 
assumed) and maps of Roman Wales, the north of Britain, 
and the German frontier. 
 
In the first chapter “Early Life: An Exercise in 
Speculation” (pp. 1-19) Grainger speculates on the 
political reasons for Frontinus’ short praetorship in AD 
70. He also makes assumptions about his life up to that 
point, based on the references to his work on the art of 
surveying in the Corpus Agrimensorum which may 
possibly refer to personal experience in this field in Spain 
and Africa. He goes even further and attempts to 
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reconstruct Frontin's earlier military career before a 
possible activity as a surveyor based on some stratagems 
regarding Domitius Corbulo’s Parthian War in the 50s and 
60s. On the basis of these speculations, Grainger gives a 
“likely outline” (p. 9) of Frontinus’ career before AD 70 
and his relationships with the respective political rulers. 
Thereby he also discusses potential alternatives. Lots of 
speculations on the basis of assumptions and “indirect 
evidence” (p. 9) are quite possible and coherent, but no 
more than that. To be fair, he indicates this already in the 
introduction to his book as well as in the headline of the 
chapter.  
 
The same method is also used throughout the other 
chapters: Chapter 2 “Frontinus on surveying” (pp. 20-30) 
links Frontinus’ very short surviving text on the art of 
surveying with possible personal experiences “he could 
have acquired […] as army officer” (p. 22). 
 
Chapter 3 “Rise to consul” (pp. 31-52) outlines a possible 
career path on Frontinus’ way to his first consulate, 
beginning with speculations about his role during the civil 
war of 69 AD, through the subjugation of the Lingones 70 
AD and suspected connections to the imperial family up 
to the extensive conjectures why Vespasian may have 
appointed Frontinus as a consul. 
 
In chapter 4 “Governor of Britannia, I: The West” (pp. 53-
78) and chapter 5 “Governor of Britannia, II: The North” 
(pp. 79-99) Grainger places Frontinus' commitment as 
governor and his successful campaign against the Silures 
in the wider context of the conquest of the province thirty 
years earlier, the achievements of his predecessors, the 
military presence and infrastructure, and the ongoing 
battles against Britannic tribes. He also explains 
Agricola's later successes in northern Britain as a 
continuation of Frontinus' previous activities. 
 
Chapter 6 “Frontinus on War” (pp. 100-112) presents 
Frontinus’ military treatises de re militari and 
strategemata as a result of his “accumulated considerable 
experience of warfare” (p. 10) – confirmed by sources as 
well as assumptions: probable military tribune in the East 
under the inspiring command of Domitius Corbulo, a 
fellow Narbonensian; command of military surveyors in 
Africa and Spain; possible officer in Galba’s legion in the 
Civil War; praetorian commander of a legion in Gaul; 

and proconsular governor of Britannia with four legions 
and over sixty auxiliary regiments under his command, 
and a considerable conquering achievement to his credit 
(p. 100; assumed experiences emphasized in italics by the 
reviewer). 
 
Chapter 7 “Comes in Germania” (pp. 113-129) provides 
an overview of the political situation in Rome after 
Vespasian's death in 79 AD and puts our scarce 
knowledge of Frontinus' activity as comes in Germania in 
the context of Roman-Germanic relations and Domitian's 
campaign against the Chatti 83 AD. 
 
Chapter 8 “Asia” (pp. 130-142) explains the significance 
of Frontinus’ governorship in Asia as a special honor and 
describes the tasks associated with it as well as the 
conditions there in detail. 
 
In the chapters 9 “Nerva” (pp. 143-159), 10 “The New 
Regime at Work” (pp. 160-172), and 11 “Traianus 
Imperator” (pp. 173-182) the author speculates about 
Frontinus’ probable family relationships and his work and 
life as well as his role in the political conditions of the 
Roman Empire during the years for which we do not have 
certain information. 
 
Chapter 12 “Water, and Another Book” (pp. 183-190) 
deals with Frontinus’ appointment as curator aquarum in 
97 AD and his writing de aquaeductu Romae. 
 
Chapter 13 “The Narbonensian and Other Connections” 
(pp. 191-203) about Frontinus’ assumed origin from a 
Gallic family in Gallia Narbonensis and the supposed 
political network of other personalities of the Roman 
political elite from this region is purely speculative. 
 
In chapter 14 “The Man” (pp. 204-215) Grainger tries to 
reconstruct Frontinus’ “birthdate, parentage, and 
birthplace” (p. 204), his family background and 
descendants and summarizes his work as a writer.   
 
The last chapter 15 “Frontinus and the Roman Empire” 
(pp. 216-225) examines Frontinus’ relationship with the 
emperors and makes assumptions about his impact and 
significance through his military, political and literary 
activities. 
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Notes (pp. 226-238), pictures, schematic illustrations, a 
bibliography (pp. 239-242), and an index (pp. 243-250) 
complete Grainger’s book. 
 
Due to its concept and methodology, this book is more 
fact-based fiction than biography. The reader gains an 
insight into how Frontinus' life and career might have 
unfolded, taking into account our knowledge of the 
Roman Empire in his time and the information about him 
that is confirmed by our sources. The author's 
assumptions are always plausibly substantiated. However, 
when reading the book, one learns far more about the 
Roman Empire, its provinces, its rulers and the political 
and military conditions in the 1st century AD than about 
Frontinus. In this respect, this book is very exciting and 
informative, and it is also pleasant to read. 
 
Pitassi, Michael Paul. Hellenistic Naval Warfare and 
Warships 336-30 BC: War at Sea from Alexander to 
Axium. Barnsley, UK: Pen & Sword Military, 2023. 
Pp. 320. £22.50, Hardback. ISBN 9781399097604. 
  
Reviewed by Charles C. Kolb  CCKolb.13@gmail.com 
  
Patassi, a retired lawyer, has a lifelong interest in naval 
warfare and ancient history, especially Greek and Roman, 
and has written three related volumes: Roman 
Warships (2019) Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2019); The 
Roman Navy: Ships, Men & Warfare, 350 BC-AD 
475 (Barnsley: Seaforth Publishing, 2012); and The 
Navies of Rome (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2010). He 
also builds ship models. His new book is designed to 
parallel the 2012 volume book on Roman war and 
warships, and has two primary goals in covering the 336-
30 BC period, to provide 1) a historical chronological 
summary of Hellenistic naval events and engagements, 
and 2) a detailed explanation of the construction and their 
rowing schemes. This scholarly 320-page hardcover, 
contains 21 maps. 104 illustrations (mostly in color), 555 
endnotes, a gazetteer with 229 entries, five appendices, 
and a bibliography of 79 sources. The narrative is divided 
into six arbitrary parts with 16 total chapters. The 
appendices, noted below, are mostly about battles and 
inserted within the six parts, documenting naval battles, 
ship types, suggested numbers of rowers, an index of 
“characters” (persons mentioned in the text), and listings 
of five Hellenistic dynasties with tenures of 57 rulers. 

Dates of events are included along page margins. All 
dates cited in my review of Pitassi’s text are BCE (Before 
the Common Era).  
 
The author commences with his assessments of the 
events, considering ancient terms and equivalents, 
sources, spellings/translations, “reconstructions” of ship 
types, and logical deductions made in the narrative.  
 
Part One (three chapters) focuses on the period before 
Alexander came into power, covering his life of his father, 
Phillip II, ship types, the Carthaginian and Persian fleets 
at this time, naval tactics of that era (notably rams and 
towers), and invasion of Persia in 337.  
 
Part Two (two chapters, one appendix) recounts 
Alexander’s life, invasions of Persia and Central Asia, the 
Indus campaigns, his navy (particularly ships armor and 
artillery), and features the 332 siege of Tyre.  
 
Part Three (three chapters, one appendix), “Struggles to 
Succeed,” appraises the post-Alexandrian division of the 
empire, 321-301, the Battle of Cyprian Salamis in 306, 
rowing systems (4 to 10 banks of rowers), and 
construction of even larger ships.  
 
Part Four (three chapters, one appendix), “Age of the 
Supergalley,” 310-200 BC, chronologically documents the 
naval arms race, the Battle of Chios in 201, the echelon 
rowing system, and “ultimate” galleys with up to 30 
banks of rowers.  
 
Part Five (two chapters, one appendix), “Power from the 
West,” relates the shifting balance of power, the 
construction of new ships, and the 190 Battle of 
Myonnesus.  
 
Part Six (three chapters, one appendix), “Twilight of 
Hellenistic Navies,” focuses on the final days of the 
Hellenic fleets and ships, the Battle of Actium in 31, and 
the Mediterranean as a “Roman lake,” 100-38 BC.   
    
The Hellenistic period from Alexander the Great to the 
Battle of Actium was one of significant naval battles and 
profound technological change, and innovation in naval 
ship design, particularly in armaments, warship rowing, 
and “stages of growth.” As an example, Patassi provides a 
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primer on warship rams and numbers of oars per side and 
their placements. Nonetheless, the trireme would remain 
the dominant warship type of navies, pirates, and 
privateers through the three millennia. His illustrations 
and detailed explanations are a valuable resource; a 
number of complex rowing strategies are clarified by the 
author’s own ship models.  
 
This book is aimed at several audiences, those interested 
in naval strategy and tactics, vessel construction, and/or 
the complexities of the experiments on rowing placements 
and numbers of rowers required; there may be difficulties 
in comprehending some explanations. Another group 
includes historians and those interested in Hellenic history 
and how naval engagements informed other aspects of 
Mediterranean history. The splendid maps and color 
illustrations are welcome, given other works on Greek 
and Roman naval history. Patassi receives high marks for 
the former clique and wargamers, but there are translation 
issues (for example: zigites, and thalomites should be 
zygioi’and thalamoi’). The historical content is generally 
quite accurate but there are errors, mistranslations, 
misinterpretations, and a lack of citations noted by 
Stephen DeCasien, a nautical archaeologist and history 
doctoral student at Texas A&M University, in his lengthy, 
detailed review;1 these give one pause. He also points to 
other Pitassi books reviewed by William Michael Murray 
(DeCasian’s MA mentor) who wrote The Age of Titans: 
The Rise and Fall of the Great Hellenistic 
Navies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). The 
lawyer might know his Latin, but not his Greek.  
  
1. Stephen DeCasien International Journal of Nautical 
Archaeology 52(2): 473-475 | Published online: 09 Nov 
2023 https://doi.org/10.1080/10572414.2023.2260217    h
ttps://www.tandfonline.com/author/DeCasien%2C+Steph
en 
 
Lehoërff, Anne. A Call to Arms: The Day War Was 
Invented. Sidestone Press 2022. Translated from the 
French by Tim Armstrong. Pp. 204; €90.00, 
9789464261059, hdbk. 
 
Reviewed by Lynne A. Kvapil, lkvapil@butler.edu 
 
Anne Lehoërff’s A Call to Arms: The Day War was 
Invented explores the contexts under which violence 

turned into ‘war’, defined here as conflict chosen and 
declared at a significant scale. This question drives an 
interrogation that spans the prehistory of Europe, dips into 
the Iron Age, and touches on modern war, raising 
numerous additional questions along the way. By the end, 
Lehoërff settles on mid second millennium BCE of the 
European Bronze Age as the point at which fighting 
becomes war, and she determines that the invention of the 
sword was the technology that brought the development 
about. As a scholar of weapons and metalworking, the 
conclusion that war is linked to weapons technology 
shouldn’t be a surprising one. 
 
The book opens with a short foreword by David Fontijn 
followed by an introduction and seven chapters, each of 
which consists of several short sections. The introduction 
sets out the author’s framework but does little to set out 
the structure of the monograph. The first chapter, “What 
Wars?” establishes the book’s scholarly, geographical, and 
chronological background. Western Europe is the primary 
location. The year 1000 BC – the time of a hypothetical 
Late Bronze Age sword-wielding warrior –is meant to 
ground readers as the authors shifts from deeper 
prehistory to conflicts of the modern era. The hypothetical 
warrior reappears throughout the text as a reminder that 
real people bore the weapons that archaeologists discover 
and were harmed by offensive weapons in legitimately 
violent acts.  
 
The following three chapters (“Research ‘Evidence’”, 
“When Metal Speaks,” and “A List of Weapons”) 
examine in greater depth the weapons that provide, in the 
author’s estimation, the most cohesive evidence for war in 
prehistoric periods. Descriptions of weapons in the 
warrior’s kit and of weapon making are interesting given 
the author’s expertise, but problematizing of the use of 
evidence from mortuary contexts in these chapters would 
have been welcome. The analysis of weapons from other 
archaeological contexts, such as hoards, is more thorough. 
 
Social and cultural determinants of conflict and violence 
are the subject of the next two chapters (“Off to War” and 
“War in all its States”), and Lehoërff transports the reader 
as far back as the Palaeolithic period to examine the 
nature of violence among early humans. More time is 
spent in the later prehistoric periods and the Iron Age, 
which makes sense considering the focus on weaponry. 



RES MILITARES 
 

The Official Newsletter of the Society of Ancient Military Historians 
 

 
 

ISSN 1533-4708 Volume 23, Issue 1, November 2024 
 

 

Society of Ancient Military Historians, © 2024 
 9 
  

These chapters return to the warrior figure as well as the 
weapons he would have employed. The author also 
discusses definitions of gender as they relate to the 
warrior, who encapsulates definition of masculinity; 
meanwhile women “represent a form of risk, of freer 
sexuality,” and ultimately danger. In this way, women 
would have created the contexts in which warriors were 
necessary as upholders of the delicate social fabric. These 
short sections on gender are some of the most intriguing 
of the book. The section ends with a proposed framework 
through which war evolves, beginning with the “Age of 
Empirical Violence” during which “violence is simply 
present,” progressing through the “Age of Integrated 
Conflict” when violence becomes integral to social 
organization, and the “Age of War as a Structuring 
Principle,” a time when there are identifiable signs of 
organized military actions attached to political, economic, 
and social structures. This latter age, chronologically 
located in the mid second millennium Bronze Age, is that 
of the warrior s soldier and his premier weapon, the 
sword. 
 
The final chapter, “The Human Level”, returns to 
examine war as a phenomenon of the Bronze Age carried 
out within social structures that enabled war to be chosen 
and declared as a political act. Lehoërff ends by 
highlighting the need to pair war with peace by relating 
metalworking to cooking, a technology used to reinforce 
life through food.  
 
Although this monograph proposed fascinating questions 
about war, I frequently longed for more structure and 
guidance from the author through the various digressions. 
The focus solely on weaponry without considering other 
forms of evidence such as defensive architecture, weakens 
the overall conclusion. Locating the sword as primarily a 
feature of west-central Europe also detracts from more 
productive arguments that might consider multiple points 
of origin and the differential development of weapons 
technology across chronologies and geographies - 
approaches that are being effectively applied to other 
forms of archaeological evidence. Advances in weapons 
technology and the practice of violence in the Aegean or 
beyond Europe could have been better integrated into the 
overall argument. In sum, although this book raises 
excellent points about the emergence of war as a social 
phenomenon, there are structural issues with the text and 

a selective use of evidence that did not help support the 
author’s conclusion. The strengths of this book lie in the 
questions raised that might inspire new and diverse 
approaches to the study of war.  
 
Hoo, Milinda. Eurasian Localisms: Towards a 
Translocal Approach to Hellenism and Inbetweenness in 
Central Eurasia, Third to First Centuries BCE. 
Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2022. Pp. 338; $99, 
ISBN: 9783515133159, hdbk. 
 
Reviewed by Nikolaus Leo Overtoom, 
nikolaus.overtoom@wsu.edu  
 
Milinda Hoo’s book is a thoughtful and innovative 
reconsideration of concepts of cultural inbetweenness and 
perceptions of Hellenism (or Hellenization) within the 
complex and yet marginalized landscape of Hellenistic 
Asia. The book rightly includes the notable cultural 
developments throughout Central Asia (or central Eurasia) 
in the third to first centuries BCE within the broader 
narrative of the Hellenistic period across Eurasia 
(including those of the Parthians, which is most 
refreshing). The book is careful to examine the disparate 
perspectives and biases of “West,” “East,” and inbetween 
when considering the perceived Hellenism and localism 
of this supposed transitional region within this supposed 
transitional period of history. It does not deny the cultural 
impact of Hellenism within this region, but it argues for a 
far more nuanced understanding of it, demonstrating that 
Hellenism (and its perceived impact) is far from 
universal. 
 
The introduction (Ch.1) lays out the scaffolding of the 
book, explaining the challenges facing scholars of 
Hellenistic Asia and the traditional view of Central Asia 
as a crossroads in-between West and East. In the 19th-20th 
century, European scholars invented and defined Central 
Asia as a geographical and cultural concept based upon 
different and competing imperial and international 
perspectives. This in turn created new interest in the 
antiquities of this region and how they were interpreted. 
Yet until recently the antiquity of Central Asia has been 
peripheral and marginalized in Classical studies (in 
particular, the history and society of the Parthians, who 
often are viewed unfairly as interlopers and outsiders). 
Hoo wishes to help scholars further move past these 
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limitations and misconceptions. The book considers 
concepts of translocalism and globalization theory “to 
access cultural inbetweenness beyond ‘East’, ‘West’, and 
the inbetween [34].” Hoo’s more inclusive approach is 
very welcome. 
 
The body of the book is made up of eight chapters and a 
very short conclusion. Ch. 2 investigates the 
historiographical controversies of the longstanding debate 
over Hellenism and Hellenization and its legacy from the 
origins of the concept in antiquity through modern global 
perspectives. Over the 20th-21st century, the meaning of 
Hellenism evolved, becoming a distinct cultural concept 
from Hellenization. In Chs. 3-7, the book investigates 
different modern notions of Hellenism within Hellenistic 
Asia through five case studies of notable archaeological 
sites. Chs. 3-5 focus on Central Asia, analyzing Ai 
Khanum and Takht-i Sangin in ancient Baktria and Nisa 
in ancient Parthia. In these chapters, Hoo considers Greek 
identity, religion, and philhellenism within the wider 
concepts of Hellenism. Chs. 6-7 shift the focus to western 
Asia, analyzing Seleukeia on the Tigris and Babylon. 
Here Hoo considers concepts of hybridity and localism 
within the wider concepts of Hellenism.  
 
In Ch. 8, Hoo further identifies and compares the varied 
perceptions of Hellenism at these sites, emphasizing five 
interrelated interpretive paradoxes (ethnicity, syncretism, 
philhellenism, hybridity, and localism). Hoo finds fault 
with each of these notions. Then, in Ch. 9, Hoo uses a 
translocal approach supported by globalization theory to 
move past these “tropes of Hellenism” to offer a fresh 
perspective to engage concepts of Hellenism and localism 
more critically and precisely. Thus, there was not a strong 
dichotomy between localism and non-localism despite the 
focus of much modern scholarship on this perspective. 
For example, Greek cultural elements found at Nisa do 
not simply reflect efforts of political opportunism or 
passive receptiveness by the Arsakid kings toward 
Greeks, but rather, they reflect the cultural eclecticism of 
Eurasian localism and transregional connectivity within 
Hellenistic Asia, which the Arsakids used to align 
themselves with other Eurasian rulers in this period and to 
identify themselves as dynastic leaders locally, regionally, 
and transregionally with various audiences [257]. 
 
The book’s content and its theoretical approach is not 

exhaustive, and yet it is dense. Historiography and theory 
are primary, and although Hoo does a commendable job 
reiterating important concepts and summarizing 
conclusions, there is a lot to work through here. Hoo 
acknowledges that this book is born of her doctoral 
dissertation and the density of the historiography and 
theory paired with many extensive footnotes makes that 
apparent. Thus, it is a book meant for specialists. That 
said, Hoo’s diligent work should be commended, and the 
book’s extensive bibliography will be quite useful to 
interested scholars. As a scholar of Parthian history, I 
particularly enjoyed her consideration of Nisa and the 
efforts of the Arsacids, helping bring them further into the 
conversation of Hellenism and the Hellenistic period. 
 
Ultimately, this book will get the attention of scholars 
from numerous fields of study, helping build a bridge to 
interdisciplinary communication and a platform for 
further consideration of cultural identity and 
transformation within antiquity. Hoo has done something 
quite noteworthy here in challenging the flaws of the 
predominant scholarly paradoxes concerning Hellenism 
and instead highlighting the usefulness of the concepts of 
translocalism to better interpret notions of cultural 
inbetweenness in Central and Western Asia. 
 
Sampson, Gareth C., The Battle of Dyrrhachium (48 
BC). Barnsley, UK: Pen & Sword Books, 2022. Pp. 
226; ISBN: 9781526793584. 
 
Reviewed by John Strisino, JStrisino@aol.com 
 
The late Roman Republic is well renowned for its 
numerous battles. Notable are: Pharsalus 48 BC; Philippi 
42 BC; Actium 31 BC. Dyrrachium, hereafter 
Dyrrhachium, (mod. Durres, Albania), pitched two of 
Rome’s foremost generals against each other: Julius 
Caesar and Pompey the Great. Historically by ancient and 
modern writers, particularly those favouring Caesarean 
hype, Dyrrhachium has been consigned to a minor 
setback overshadowed by the chief event, Caesar’s 
victory at Pharsalus a month later. Sampson, a leading 
independent scholar in matters of the Late Republic, 
places Dyrrhachium in what he calls “The Third Roman 
Civil War 49-27 BC” (see his in-depth analysis in 
appendix 2) and attempts to promote its significance and 
restore the battle, the culmination of 18 months of 

mailto:JStrisino@aol.com


RES MILITARES 
 

The Official Newsletter of the Society of Ancient Military Historians 
 

 
 

ISSN 1533-4708 Volume 23, Issue 1, November 2024 
 

 

Society of Ancient Military Historians, © 2024 
 11 
  

campaigning between Caesarean and Pompeian armies, to 
its appropriate place in the tussle for power and ultimately 
control of the Republic. 
 
The book is well served by sixteen illustrations; seven 
maps; three detailed timelines including notes on Roman 
names; three sections incorporating eight chapters, five of 
which narrate the lead up to Dyrrhachium; two 
appendixes, one containing neat descriptions of the 
protagonists involved in the conflict including non-
Romans; notes; a substantial bibliography; and an index.  
 
In section 1, the title of which is taken from one of 
Sampson’s previous books (Rome, Blood & Politics, 
Barnsley, 2017) he outlines briefly the key events in the 
aftermath of the “The First Civil War 91-70 BC” down to 
50 BC, including the respective positions of the two 
commanders, pointing readers to his aforementioned book 
for a more detailed discussion. 
 
Section 2 examines and sets the scene for Dyrrhachium 
and is focused around the proxy campaigns of 49 BC 
(Caesar and Pompey were yet to meet face to face). 
Chapters two to five cover several confrontations for the 
western republic including campaigning in Italy, Gaul, 
Spain, Sicily, Africa and Illyria. The outcome by the end 
of 49 BC saw a deadlock with Caesarean forces 
controlling the Western Republic whilst Pompeians 
governed the east. Sampson shows that for all of Caesar’s 
victories including his attempt to conclude the war 
swiftly, Pompey was in fact dictating the shape, support 
and movement of the conflict for his own purposes: he 
wanted to be ready militarily. 
 
Section 3 gets to the nitty-gritty of the battle itself. In 
chapters six to eight Sampson methodically analyses, 
quoting extensively from primary sources, the strong 
points and the failings of both armies, including the 
strategies employed by Caesar, Pompey and their 
respective subordinate commanders (see the extensive list 
in appendix 1). The battle, as he shows, was unusual in 
that it was decided after several months of stand-offs and 
intense clashes (of differing styles including sieges, 
attacks and counterattacks). It was not one pitched battle. 
In the end Caesar was, at least, partially defeated. His 
approach to conclude the battle quickly was thwarted by 
Pompey’s calculated thinking in not engaging him on his 

terms. Nevertheless, this Pompeian victory was short-
lived as Caesar regained the initiative and dealt the final 
deathblow at Pharsalus. 
 
Appendix 2 merits some attention. As with his previous 
book (Rome’s Great Eastern War, Barnsley, 2021) where 
he deems the traditional label “The Third Mithridatic War 
(74- 62 BC)” as too limited a title in scope, hence the title 
of the book, similarly here Sampson is not content with 
modern historiography’s traditional compartmentalisation 
of Late Republican civil wars (Social War, Sertorian 
Rebellion, Lepidan Revolt and so on) as independent 
events. Furthermore, he argues that concentration on 
individuals of the period (Sulla, Lepidus, Catalina) 
detracts from the wider picture. He rejects the modern 
Florine notion of numerous distinct wars and questions 
Appian’s rendition of one enormous civil war. Sampson 
thus offers his own schema to encourage further 
discussion. He re-groups individual conflicts in to three 
periods spanning sixty-four years: the two mentioned 
above with the “The Second Civil War 63-62 BC” 
sandwiched in between. This, he states, is his preferred 
method of study. 
 
This is Sampson’s eighth book for the Barnsley publishers 
seven of which deal with topics of the Late Republic. 
Added to these, Dyrrhachium is the first of four key 
military studies where he will analyse the battle for 
authority between Caesarean and Pompeian forces. As 
with all his books, it is written in a clear, informative and 
analytical style and will suit scholar and non-scholar 
alike. His research on ancient and modern sources is 
characteristically scrupulous offering a balanced 
assessment of primary and secondary evidence as well as 
his own reasoned observations even if, as he 
acknowledges, it is “a subject that can never have the 
right answer” (200). There are minor blemishes (11, 
“rection” – reaction) and some may question his re-
categorisation of the civil wars. Nevertheless, in this 
book, he has certainly raised the profile of the battle of 
Dyrrhachium 
 
 
Call for Papers 
 
War in the Ancient World International Conference 
2025 (WAWIC 2025) 
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May 29–31 2025 (Duluth, MN and Münster, Germany) 
 
We are pleased to announce the next annual hybrid 
conference designed to bring together researchers on 
ancient warfare from around the world to share research 
and ideas. 
 
We invite submissions on any aspect, era, or geographical 
region of ancient warfare, encouraging a broad and 
inclusive discussion. Contributions from archaeological, 
philological, and historical perspectives are welcome, 
with particular interest in topics related to the Greco-
Roman world, the ancient Near East, ancient Egypt, and 
neighboring cultures. The conference is open to doctoral 
students, early-career researchers, and established 
scholars alike. 
 
The WAWIC will be held in-person in Duluth, MN for 
North American participants and simultaneously in 
Münster, Germany for European participants. These in-
person venues will be connected via Zoom for selected 
panels, enabling seamless transcontinental engagement. 
 
We welcome proposals for both individual papers as well 
as for entire thematic panels. Thematic panels can be 
accommodated at either location. We particularly 
welcome transcontinental panels and will facilitate their 
connection through Zoom. If you have an idea for a panel, 
please contact Lennart Gilhaus (lgilhaus@uni-bonn.de) 
and we will be happy to try to help realize your idea. 
 
Individual Presentations should be no longer than 20 
minutes. Online presentations are possible. However, 
participation in presence is desirable if there are no 
special personal reasons preventing it. Depending on the 
funding, participants in Münster (especially doctoral 
students) will ideally have part of their travel expenses  
 

 
reimbursed. 
 
For individual contributions, please send an abstract of 
300 words and a brief bio to Jeffrey Rop 
(jarop@d.umn.edu) for North America and Lennart 
Gilhaus (lgilhaus@uni-bonn.de) for Europe BEFORE 
January 15th 2025. 
 
Participants are invited to submit their paper to the newly 
founded Diamond Open Access Online Journal “Deimos” 
after the conference. Thematic panels may be proposed 
for the newly founded book series “Bellona”. 
 
Local Organizers 
Jeffrey Rop (University of Minnesota, Duluth; 
jarop@d.umn.edu) 
Marian Helm (University of Münster; helmm@uni-
muenster.de) 
Patrick Sänger (University of Münster; saenger@uni-
muenster.de) 
 
Coordinators 
Europe: Lennart Gilhaus (University of Bonn / University 
of Duisburg-Essen; lgilhaus@uni-bonn.de) 
North America: Graham Wrightson (South Dakota State 
University, Sioux Falls; graham.wrightson@sdstate.edu 
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