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Lee L. Brice and Timothy M. Roberts (co-editors, conference organizers, and colleague at 

Western Illinois University) are highly-recognized scholars of military history; Brice is also a 

moving force of the Society of Ancient Military Historians and the former book reviews editor 

for Res Militares. The Introduction subtitled “A Spectrum of Local and Global Perspectives in 

Military History” presents dialogues on whether the transnational turn in historical scholarship 

suggests that all warfare is derivative of larger global patterns, and if there are local, regional, or 

national ‘ways of war’ that differentiate conflict within that certain geographical space, which 

historians should acknowledge. The editors characterize the post-1945 concepts of “The New 

Military History: as Local History, and “The Ways of War as Local History,” and organize the 

book into two parts. The first group (Chapters 1- 5), localized perspectives, is followed by global 

approaches (Chapters 6-11). The speakers and contributors are an international group of scholars, 

PhD candidates, and master’s degree students. The volume is dedicated to students of history at 

Western Illinois University. The book also showcases military history scholarship in the 

American Midwest. 

  

Res Militares editor, Brian Turner, requested a focus on the “ancient contributions.” Moore 

in “Nihil mitius superiore Africano (Valerius Maximus 2.7.12): Political Image and Military 

Discipline in the Middle Roman Republic” takes a localized cultural approach to assess ancient 

authors’ reports on aspects of the career of Scipio Africanus during the Second Punic War (218-

201 BCE). Scipio’s reputation among Romans was complicated. Moore uses these ancient 

accounts to explore Roman attitudes toward officers’ severity and generosity toward their 

soldiers. In so doing, her discussion treats the complexities of Roman military discipline, how 

their work informs us about discipline in the Roman army of the late third century BCE, and why 

sources treated Scipio the way they did. 

  

Horn’s chapter, “Gelon’s Hippeis and the Battle of Himera, 480 BCE: Origins and Developments 

of Cavalry Traditions in Archaic Sicily,” overlaps the division between local and global 

perspectives. He uses the term glocal to refer to a perspective in military history. His local 

perspective examines the difference in Sicilian cavalry tactics versus those of Greek mainland 

cavalry. Demonstrating that the Sicilian’s tactics were influenced by groups outside the island 

(likely Italy or as far away as the Iberian Peninsula). Hom makes a strong case, based in part on 

the archaeological excavations and material culture, that there were external military connections 

among western Mediterranean cavalries. 

  

Brice in “Military Provisioning in the Glocal Greco-Roman World” focuses on the topic of 

logistics in ancient contexts. Commencing with an historiographical consideration of the place of 

logistics in military history, he demonstrates how its lack of drama and other biases have 

contributed to inattention by ancient and many modern authors. In the course of reviewing 

ancient logistics of diet (food and drink), he contends correctly that in early Greek and Roman 



history provisioning should be approached from a local perspective, focusing on each region 

separately as they expand territorially. Historians must take a more global approach to appreciate 

the difficulties and adaptations required to maintain military campaigns. Brice examines aspects 

of ancient provisioning that need further study and validates the importance of being open to a 

mixture of local and more global or glocal approaches to the topic. 

  

A splendid volume important to pedagogy and members of the armed services. 
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