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The Spartans are commonly depicted as the quintessential land army in ancient Greece, but also
incompetent in maritime matters. The Atheno-centric sources represent them, when compared with
the seafaring Athenians, falling short in naval affairs. Even when the Spartans assumed sea power at
the end of the Peloponnesian War, it was for only a few years. Nevertheless, there are hints in the
archaeological record and in anecdotes in the literary sources that suggest that they were not as
unfamiliar with the sea as the “Spartan mirage” might lead one to believe. Indeed, they seem to
have had a maritime consciousness and even engaged in maritime ventures from as early as the
eighth century BCE.

This panel seeks to explore further this overlooked aspect of the Spartan military. Suggested topics
include the following (but are not limited to):

Sparta and the sea in mythology

Sparta’s coastal harbors

Sparta’s “thalassocracy” in Eusebius (Diodorus Siculus)
Spartan colonization

The Spartan navarchy

Sparta and its allies’ navies

Spartan fleet composition

Spartan naval campaigns

Spartan naval strategy

Sparta’s navy after Naxos

Please submit a 300-word abstract and a one-page CV (including professional affiliation and email
address, but no other personal information) to ncross@usna.edu by 15 September 2025. All
accepted presenters must be SMH members by 31 December 2025, to be placed on the conference
program.
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