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There are an increasing number of academic studies focusing on the connection between peoples
and their weapons. Such works explore the connections between a weapon’s design and use, as
well as its connections to defined geographic regions, specific groups, and even within military
organizations. The volume under review appears to have been inspired by this academic trend and
thus it comes with the opportunity to enhance that discussion and add weight to these arguments;
alas, this book has missed this opportunity.

The book Weapons, Warriors, and Battles of Ancient Iberia is an examination of the titular items
and generally follows that pattern within its presentation. The book highlights the distinctive
weapons, tactics, and some of the root philosophies of the combatants, variously designated as
either warriors or mercenaries. The book does not advance a single narrative or thesis, but rather
covers a wide number of topics primarily aimed to tie the various Iberian peoples to the various
weapons recovered archaeologically and then to illustrate various applications that the weapons
had in combat. The author does argue in the latter portion of the book that Iberians fought as
organized units and in regular formations, rather than as guerrillas and he uses solid historical
sources for this line of argument. Again, this is a part of many different lines of argument and not
one single narrative extending through the whole.

The book is explicit in stating that it is not academic, but rather aimed at popular, amateur-level
audiences and that this is meant to foster a sense and desire for further research. In this it achieves
its goal. There were a few instances in which there was some fresh scholarly material which I had
the pleasure of flagging for follow up, but only to a degree. For a non-academic reader, someone
not versed in the minutiae of the topic, it likely will prove to be of great interest and spur further

inquiry.

There are some criticisms of the book’s organization and presentation. The first four chapters are an
examination of the historiography of weapons research in Iberia and explore some of the issues
with the archaeology of the topic. The use of weapons in ancient Iberia is still an emerging
discipline in Spain, and there are efforts to discard erroneous and false conclusions allowed in
through poor research methodology. Then the text shifts rapidly, chapters suddenly become
presentations of individual weapons. Each weapon (e.g. sword, dagger, sling, and shield) is broken
down in terms of vital statics. The author includes some preliminary comments on each item as to
its role and value. Each of the chapters is only about ten pages in length, some fewer. This provides
adequate introductory material for each weapon, offering some limited commentary on the item’s
use and special notes but nothing greatly in-depth. The individual chapters do not strongly reveal
their connections to warfare, the society, or key themes introduced in the first chapter which sets
the stage for how important these items were to the warriors. The first chapter broaches the idea
that to have been parted from their weapons was the most painful element of any surrender to



foreign forces. Yet, in the presentations, this connection, and which of these weapons was the most
important, seems to be missing.

The final seven chapters switch to argument and fuller discussion. It is here that we are introduced
to the argument regarding fighting style, guerrilla versus organized combat. Presenting this idea
earlier in the text could have enabled opportunities to discuss how a specific weapon reflects the
organized use of warfare as opposed to guerrilla warfare as weapons used for one or the other are
clear, mostly due to their shape, size, and carrying method. A well-organized approach may have
been to present all of the narrative and argumentative chapters as one whole block and then to
launch into the catalogue style approach for the remainder.

While lack of depth was worked into the presentation, it is also possible because the book was
originally authored in Spanish in 2010 and translated into English for this edition. The text may
have benefited from a secondary translator polishing the English and strengthening elements of
sentence structure. Language difficulties require slow and cautious reading in order to receive the
full benefit of understanding. The primary sources that were cited in the book could have been
taken directly from English translations and inserted but the author translated them from the
Spanish resulting in a clunky translation.

This book has some limited value: it may serve as a primer for lower-division classes at a college or
university but supplemented by other, more detailed readings which can provide the student with
less challenges. My strongest recommendation is a second edition that addresses the issues be
produced as soon as possible, making the content clearer and thus more valuable.



